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Tampa Bay Express Project Overview: A poor choice for Hillsborough County. 

• We are not-for-profit 501c4 
organization representing 
Hillsborough County citizens 
fighting for smarter growth 
and more effective transit 
solutions.

• Worked with many 
neighborhood and other 
professional associations.

• visit www.StopTBX.com
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1960s

Since 1960

>Why TBX is a poor choice? Same destruction.

3,224 structures
destroyed.
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Tampa Bay Express Project Overview: A poor choice for Hillsborough County. 

>Why TBX is a poor choice? Cumulative destruction.

In the 1960s and 2010s, I4 & the I4 Connector cut through Gary. Interstate 275 cut through Roberts City.  Our 
Interstates accelerated removal of 21.5 miles of streetcar track.
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Tampa Bay Express Project Overview: A poor choice for Hillsborough County. 

>Why TBX is a poor choice? New destruction.
Well over 500,000 building sq. feet of office to be gone.
Thousands of jobs & consumers displaced. 
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Tampa Bay Express Project Overview: A poor choice for Hillsborough County. 

>Why TBX is a poor choice? Many Reasons.

• 20 year plan flawed with traffic projections, poor land-use and old policies.

• Proposed ‘Master Plan’ FDOT wants approval for costs at least $6 billion.
– Does not include property acquisition.
– Does not include operations or maintenance.
– Doesn’t include issues during design & build phases. 
– Cost based on 2014 dollars. No interest or inflation included.
– Under New Legislation, TBX may be a P3 Design-Build, internally regulated project.  

• Variable Rate Tolling = Charge $0.15 - $2.00 a mile to use. Price varies with congestion 
caused by any reason.

• Restricted access design needed to prevent lanes from clogging, means many commuters 
can’t easily access lanes, and businesses lose access to customers.

• Freight cannot use Express Lanes. Lane width reduction, limited to no shoulder usage.

• 7-15 years of total construction based on past construction delays on newer FDOT projects. 
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140+ properties lost
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>Why TBX is a poor choice? Unknown Impacts.

You have to work with this community,” Miller told 
FDOT officials. “We can’t have what happened in the 
’60s, when the interstate was built with no public 
hearings or community input.” – Les Miller , Tampa 
Bay Times

Re-evaluate this 20-year old study. 

Address the various concerns from the community.

Work with the City of Tampa to further explore alternative means of 
transportation; including bike/pedestrian facilities and better transit.

No analysis of impacts completed for Hillsborough County. No vision of transit 
identified. No coordination with Comprehensive Plans. No explanation why 
infrastructure improvements need to be attached to TBX.



>Why TBX is a poor choice? We don’t want it.
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Tampa Bay Express Project Overview: A poor choice for Hillsborough County. 

Imagine 2040
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>Alternatives to consider: Mass Transit.
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>Alternatives to consider: Mass Transit & Choices.
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Mass Transit Systems:

• provide greater mobility
• use less resources
• reduce car congestion & parking
• are better for the environment 
• drive economic development

Current Demographic and Economic Trends :

• Aging population, Millennialsnext 
largest demographic group 

• Changing consumer preferences; to live 
in more urban areas, walking & biking 

• Increasing demand for transit and 
transit-oriented development 



>TBX ignores our Land Use Policies: TOD
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Tampa Bay Express Project Overview: A poor choice for Hillsborough County. 

• Phoenix, Charlotte, Denver, Salt Lake City, Dallas, Minneapolis all have 
invested in rail and transit and seen immediate private sector investment 
based on that commitment. 

• Salt Lake City’s new S-line streetcar drove more than $400 million in 
development before boarding its first passenger. 

• New light rail between downtown Minneapolis and St. Paul generated $2.5 
billion in development (more than double the cost) before the line even 
opened last June, with much more expected.

• Cleveland realized $5.8B dollars in Transit-oriented development

• Transit systems drive other economic benefits: higher property values, 
accelerated development, and increased connectivity to jobs and other 
opportunities 



>TBX ignores Land Use Policies: Mixed Use
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>TBX ignores Land Use Policies:  Places.
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>Alternatives to consider: Mass Transit.
Light Rail
• Modernize and extend the 

Tampa streetcar system

• Total cost to extend, modernize 
and improve service, is about the 
same cost as 1 mile of TBX 
through the urban core

Commuter Rail
• Opportunity to purchase/lease and 

convert to a commuter rail system

• CSX tracks for commuter rail 
estimated at $10-20 million a mile

• I-275 (proposed TBX) – cost $120 
million a mile
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>Alternatives to consider: Choices.
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
• Combines the efficiencies and quality of 

Metro rail systems with the flexibility and 
relative low cost of buses

• Environmental benefits 
• BRT achieves comparable levels of speed, 

capacity, and passenger comfort and 
convenience as rail-based systems

• Can be built at a fraction of the cost and 
construction time

Buses / HART Line

Cycling and Pedestrian
• Trails (Green Artery, Selmon, Riverwalk)
• Protected bike lanes 
• (Courtney Campbell Trail)
• Bike share (Coast Bike)
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>Heard from the Experts.
Principle one: 
While transportation needs to connect people to 
opportunities, it should also “invigorate opportunities 
within communities.” 

Two: 
Projects need to take into account communities that 
“have been on the wrong side of transportation 
decisions,” and figure out ways to make them stronger. 

And three: 
The projects should be built for and by the communities 
they go through.

-US Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx
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>Heard from the Experts.
Gabe Klein, former commissioner of the Chicago 
Department of Transportation and director of District 
DOT in Washington, D.C., told Urban Land Institute 
Tampa Bay that the proposal is the ‘worst project’ he's 
seen in his years of traveling the country.”

‘Places like Tampa can be successful, but you've gotta
spend your money on something other than a freeway,’ 
Klein said.”

-The Tampa Bay Business Journal
“National	transportation	expert	blasts	TBX	as	'boondoggle‘”
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>Thank you! Let us move Beyond TBX!

Ride Share

ZIP Car

Car Share
Uber/Lyft

Autonomous 
Vehicles 

intelligent traffic lights

Alternative
(non-interstate)
Connectivity

good land use policies 


