


§ We are a grassroots, all-volunteer 
organization. 

• Chris Vela – President
• Jason Ball – Vice President
• Michelle Cookson – Secretary 
• Amanda Brown – Treasurer
• And many others!

§ We advocate for smarter growth 
strategies and more effective 
transportation solutions.

§ We are a founding organization of 
the Stop TBX Coalition. 

• 501(c)4 makes donating easy
• We are tasked with Education, Outreach and 

Media Relations. If you are interested in joining 
our team, email us at stoptbx@gmail.com.



3,224 structures
destroyed.





WHAT? Managed Toll Lanes (TBX)
§ 78 Miles of Toll Lanes on Public Interstates.

» I-4, I-75, I-275

§ 2 to 8 new toll lanes, depending on segment.
§ Proposed ‘Master Plan’ FDOT wants approval for 

costs at least $6 billion.
» Does not include property acquisition.
» Does not include operations or maintenance.(much higher)
» Doesn’t include issues during design & build phases.
» Cost based on 2014 dollars. No interest or inflation included.





WHAT? Managed Toll Lanes (TBX)

§ Variable Rate Tolling = Charge $0.15 - $2.00 a mile to 
use. Price varies with congestion caused by any reason.

§ Restricted access design needed to prevent lanes from 
clogging, means many commuters can’t easily access 
lanes, and businesses lose access to customers.

§ Intent is to guarantee users that 90% of time, the speeds 
on toll lanes will be 45 mph or more. 



WHAT? Managed Toll Lanes (TBX)
FDOT’s Sales Pitch

» “Managed Lanes” = Better Service

» “Toll” = User Pays

» “Variable Rate” = Provides drivers 
a free market “choice” to avoid 
congestion.

» “New Lanes” = More Capacity

Reality
» “Managed Lanes” = Restricted 

access picks winners and losers.
» “Toll” = Another Tax. TBX requires 

billions in taxpayer subsidy on top of 
tolls.

» “Variable Rate” = Congestion from 
any cause raises price. No “choice” 
involved for people on a schedule.

» “New Lanes” = Access is restricted to 
keep lanes moving, reducing their 
effectiveness at adding capacity.







Do We Need Lanes?



HOW? Paying for TBX

§ I-4 Ultimate Model: $2.8 Billion
» $1 billion via Federal loan provided by the USDOT 

(Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act) @ 
3% interest rate payable over a 42-year period. (Funding 
greatly reduced by recently passed FAST Act)

» $1.7 billion from foreign investors via Public-Private 
Partnership (P3) @ 10-12% interest rate.

» Fully guaranteed by the State of Florida—and its taxpayers.



DBF – Design, Build, Finance





The Search For “Solutions”

§ The “Solution” of Choice: Public Private 
Partnerships (P3)
» Lobbyists love it, but is this really “sustainable?”
» Corporate money in the form of P3 projects is pushed as the 

“solution.”





Bringing Home The Bacon

§ “All new capacity will be tolled where feasible.”
- FDOT Secretary Ananth Prasad, 2011

§ Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
Act (MAP-21)
» Passed in 2012, requires tolls on interstates.

§ Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) grants 
can now go to toll lane construction.



Neighborhood Assets

§ Communities
» Tampa Heights
» Seminole Heights?
» Other Neighborhoods?





Imagine 2040



City projects additional $2.4 billion in 2016



Limited Access

§ Why is this a concern?
» TBX creates economic winners

and losers .
» Neighborhoods and 

businesses with poor access to 
TBX, also have poor access to 
higher income customers.

» Reduced mobility for 
neighborhoods with no access.



Limited Access
§ Traffic Patterns in Urban Core Dramatically Altered

» Floribraska Exit Closed
» Ybor interchange extended to include 14th/15th Avenue
» “Downtown East” Converted 

to “Express Access Only”
» “Downtown West” Converted 

to Flyover



Limited Access Ybor City





Limited Access









FDOT’s plans indicate that TBX would not 
have direct access to TIA.

Instead, drivers would have to exit the toll lanes well before the 
I275/SR60/TIA/Veterans junction, putting toll lane drivers back into the ‘free’ lanes 

right where they’re often most congested. 

Tampa Intl Airport



Toll lanes like TBX are already under construction on the Veterans Expressway. 

You heard right, they’re putting a toll road within a toll road. 



Just in case the I-74/I-4 junction wasn’t complex enough, TBX will add an entire 
2nd interchange for the toll lanes, interwoven within the existing interchange. 



Economic Impact

§ Feeling Ignored Yet: Livable Streets



Economic Impact

§ Estimating Property Value Loss
» January 2008 – January 2013: Milwaukee & Madison, WI
» Walk Score

- Seminole Heights
- Tampa Heights

The Hidden Cost Of Highway Expansion
http://www.1kfriends.org/the-hidden-cost-of-highway-expansion/

“Somewhat 
Walkable”



Economic Impact

§ “Somewhat Walkable”
» Loss in Economic Value

- 7.9% and 36.3%
- Average of 20%



Economic Impact

§ Total Property Value
Within 500’ of TBX?

$1,753,510,059

[$1.75 Billion]

x 20% = $350,702,011
Lost Value





















Stay Informed
§ Subscribe to email list, get updates on StopTBX

events. 
§ Read and share blog entries on website and 

Facebook. 
§ Resources section. 





Immediate Next Steps
§ MPO Board Meeting

» Tues. Feb. 2nd at 9 am OR submit comment online via email or 
meeting’s event page on Facebook by 3pm Feb 1st.

» Where to attend: County Center, 601 E Kennedy Blvd.

§ Day of Action! – Saturday February 6th

» 9:30am Tampa's Disappearing Memories  (By History Bike Tampa – At Tampa 
Heights Community Center)

» 11am TBX Code Yellow March (By Linda Saul-Sena – At Stetson Law Center)

§ Share – Help Us Get the Word Out!
» www.Facebook.com/SunshineCitizens - www.STOPTBX.com




